
“…for deeper purposes” 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 

the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said 

this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 

they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again “Peace be with you. As the 

Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on 

them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of 

any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  —John 20:19-23 
 

As we begin this new series—Reanimation: Post-Easter Living—we are focused on this day when 
Jesus, overcoming death so that we may have life, gave us the opportunity to be reanimated...for deeper 
purposes. As the disciples hid with fear, they received the gift of new purpose; deeper purpose. Jesus 
declared them a sent people. Blessed and commissioned, they were sent to share the good news.  

We, too, have new purpose; deeper purpose. We, too, are a sent people. Blessed and commissioned, 
we are sent to share the good news. Life is about more than the series of minutes that make up our days, 
weeks, months, and years. Life is about more than the experiences that fill the pages in the chapters of 
our lives. Life is about more than the frustrations, sadness, hopes and dreams that fill our hearts and 
minds. Life is about so much more.  

This day, as we celebrate the new life, the deeper purpose, we receive in Christ Jesus, pray that you 
might discover your deeper purpose and the courage to allow yourself to be reanimated in him. 
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~ A Spirited, Ever-Growing, and Christ-Centered Community filled with Hope ~ 

~ Our Mission is to share the unconditional love of Jesus Christ ~ 
 

March 30, 2008 
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

11:00 am 
 

Welcome! Your presence encourages us. We pray that you experience God’s love, find yourself at home 

here, and be God’s presence in the world in the week ahead. You can find more information about our 

church at www.abidewithus.org. 
Children Matter to us. For those with small children who need more room to roam, we have a cry 

room/nursery in the rear of the sanctuary where you can see and hear the service. There is a changing 

station in the restroom on the right in the foyer, and in the ladies room on the lower level. 
Please help us by filling in the attendance slip found in the bulletins. What happens when you do? 

Simply this: We will send you a letter of welcome and provide some information to help you know what 

God is up to in this place. 
Please enjoy your refreshments before entering the sanctuary. 
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INTRODUCTION 
In today's gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of peace. 

Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our Sunday gathering 

around word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter 

the first two readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as 

the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope 

we receive in baptism. 
 

PoWeRPoWeRPoWeRPoWeR    SuRGeSuRGeSuRGeSuRGe    
Pray—Worship—Read the Bible    SSSServe—RRRRelate—GGGGive 

 

PRELUDE Yesterday, Today and Forever One Clear Voice Band 
 

GREETING, WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Hartzheim 
 

Those who are able, please stand 

WE SING PRAISE TO GOD Clap Your Hands (See Slides) 
  In Christ Alone (See Slides) 
 

Please be seated 

PREPARING THE SOIL  Linda Fox 
 

Jesus and Me (JAM) KIDS CLUB DISMISSAL 
 

THE WORDTHE WORDTHE WORDTHE WORD 
 

Please be seated 

The FIRST READING is from the Book of Acts: Acts 2:14a, 22–32 
Today's lesson is found on page 992 in the pew Bible. Peter is preaching this sermon to a gathered 

crowd. He’s telling them that Jesus is who he said he was and his actions prove it 
 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 22"You that are 
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 
deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves 
know—23this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, 
having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 
 25"For David says concerning him, 
 'I saw the Lord always before me, 
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover my flesh will live in hope. 
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 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.' 
29"Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and 
was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing 
this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 
 'He was not abandoned to Hades, 
 nor did his flesh experience corruption.' 
32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The SECOND READING is from the Gospel of John: John 20:19–31 
Today's lesson is found on page 989 in the pew Bible. The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering 

them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. For us who need to know about post-

Easter living, Jesus gives incredibly clear instruction as to what this means. Jesus blesses them and 

challenges them in the same encounter 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, "Peace be with you." 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you." 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, 
"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with 
you." 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my 
God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 
in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
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Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
PLANTING THE SEED “Re-animated… for deeper purpose” Pastor Hartzheim 
 
Those who are able please stand 

SONG OF THE DAY Lord I Lift Your Name on High (See Slides) 
 

PRAYERPRAYERPRAYERPRAYER    
 
THE PRAYERS 

Each prayer will end with the words: God of life, 
and the congregation is invited to respond: hear our prayer. 

 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE  
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Please be seated 

WE WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIVING 
 
OFFERING SONG Homesick One Clear Voice Band 
 
Those who are able please stand 

OFFERING RESPONSE Offering (See Slides) 
 
PRAYER OF BLESSING (The ushers bring the offering to the altar for a prayer of blessing.) 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPERTHE LORD’S SUPPERTHE LORD’S SUPPERTHE LORD’S SUPPER    
 
Pastor: Come touch his healing hands. 
 Come touch his wounded side. 
People: The outstretched arms of the risen Christ are waiting to embrace you 
 in this meal of love and forgiveness. 
 
Pastor: Come and touch. Come and see. 
 Come and encounter the risen Christ in bread and wine. 
People: The love of God is giving broken hearts new life. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION (In the night in which he was betrayed...) 
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Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup 
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes again. 
People: Christ has died!  
 Christ is risen!  
 Christ will come again! 
 

Pastor: Come, Holy Spirit; breathe on us with new life.  
Come, Holy Spirit; fill us with love for you and one another.  
Come, Holy Spirit; move us to live for your deeper purposes. 

People: Amen! 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen 
 

Please be seated 

COMMUNION 
 

Some helpful notes with communion 
+  All are invited and all are welcome at the Lord’s Table.  
+  We believe Jesus is truly present in this sacrament and, through the common physical elements of 

bread and wine, offers us tangible evidence of the gift of forgiveness. Come, and hold in your hand 
and taste on your lips the love which we cannot comprehend. 

+  If you desire to commune, extend your hand to the server who will place a wafer in your hand. You 
may eat the bread immediately or hold on to the piece to dip in the common cup. You may receive 
wine from the common cup or from individual cups. Grape juice is available for those who desire it 
(those cups are indicated by a red ribbon) 

+  Individuals not receiving communion are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.  
 

COMMUNION SONG Come To the Table One Clear Voice Band 
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Those who are able please stand 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Leader: God of abundance, 

with this bread of life and cup of salvation 
 you have united us with Christ, 
making us one with all your people. 
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
 and continue forever in the risen life 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen! 
 

SENDINGSENDINGSENDINGSENDING    
 

BLESSING 
Pastor: God has given us a new birth into a living hope 

 through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
 bless you and raise you to life, both now and forever 

People: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG My Redeemer Lives (See Slides) 
 

DISMISSAL  
Leader: Are we a Spirited, Ever-growing and Christ-centered community filled with hope? 
People: Yes, with the help of God. 
 

Leader: Then go, reaching out and sharing the unconditional love of Jesus Christ. 
Go and live for God’s purposes! 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
Proclaim the resurrection. Alleluia, alleluia!! 

People: Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE Save Us (See Slides) 
 

•  If you have comments, questions, reactions, or responses to this worship service call the 

church office at (816) 254-2601. Please also use this line to report answers to prayer that 

will be printed in the bulletin. If no one is in the office, leave a message. 

******* 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-705023. All Rights Reserved. Lyrics Reprinted under CCLI #593901. 

Reprinted from Words for Worship and Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. Portions adapted from Changing Church Forum, Inc. Used with permission. 

********** 
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Is This Rational? 
 

You have to like Thomas, honest, blunt, pragmatic, and practical. He doesn't take anything at 
face value, not even from his best friends, the other disciples who have spent as much time with 
Jesus as he has. Perhaps grief forces him against the wall of denial. He needs more reassurance 
than their shared testimony brings. He wants to know Jesus is alive. Perhaps he suspects it, 
vibrations from the others knocking at his heart. Now Jesus walks straight to Thomas, holds out 
his hands, pulls back one side of his robe. "Thomas. Here I am. See me. Touch me. Feel me. 
Know me." What does blunt, pragmatic Thomas do? Well, he doesn't touch Jesus as he insisted 
he would, but stands there rooted only in his confession of faith. 

Is it the same for us? Can it be that simple? We gather at an altar set with bread and wine, 
foretaste of the feast to come, the promise by which God holds our hearts. We come, like 
Thomas, to Jesus. We want proof. We need to know this is real. We want a rational explanation 
for what is happening to us and those we love. Thus, carrying our offerings with us—doubt, 
fear, anxiety, uncertainty, grief, anger, wonder, joy—we stand in our insistence. We want to see 
Jesus. 

We get water, promises, bread, wine, more promises. We get the body and blood of Christ. 
We also get each other, our brothers and sisters, including the children of God within our faith 
family who consistently drive us nuts. Yet there we stand, and there is Jesus. Touched. Smelled 
and tasted. Heard and seen. Jesus. Is this rational? No. Is this surprising? Yes. Is this 
believable? Hardly. Unless, of course, one has faith. 
 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP----------------03/23/08 
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE BIBLE STUDY/SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

 8:30 am Sunday – 67 Sunday School – 5 

11:00 am Sunday – 47 Weekly Adult Bible Study – no reports 

Sunday Offering-$3,562.25 Sunday School/Adult Class Offering – $4.00 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC 

LEADER Paul Greenlease, III 

BELL CHOIR Sara Meyers 

ORGANIST Sally Paris 
CHANCEL CHOIR DIRECTOR Linda Fox 
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TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVANTS 

 

8:30 AM 
TRADITIONAL SERVICE 

11:00 AM 
CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 

ALTAR GUILD Jerrian Renfro Sara Meyers 
ASSISTING 
MINISTER Gwen Hake LeAnne Moreno 

LECTOR Kim Duffy Muriel Woodburn 
ACOLYTE Adam Wendleton Tyler Hecht 

GREETERS Marge Shelton & Janice Fjeld Lois O'Halloran & Joyce Cutbirth 
5TH SUNDAY 
USHERS Dave Hallerud, Jerry Green Joe Brammer & Lois O’Halloran 

SLIDE OPERATORS Jonell Warren Jim Hecht 
OFFERING 
COUNTERS Rob Wimmer & Peggy Jackson 

COFFEE HOSTS Mark & Peggy Jackson 
 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 03/30/08-04/06/08 
 
 

 

SUNDAY—03/30 
L.O.V.E. Group 7:15 am 
Traditional Worship 8:30 am 
Confirmation/Adult S. S. 9:45 am 
Contemporary Worship 11:00 am 
JAM Kids Club 11:15 am 
Financial Peace University (M&I) 4:00 pm 
PWP (PH) 4:00 pm 
MONDAY—03/31 
Chasing Daylight Bible (Library) 7:00 pm 
TUESDAY—04/01 
Bible Study (Library) 7:00 pm 
Hymn Selection Team 7:00 pm 
WEDNESDAY—04/02 
Bible Study (Library) 9:00 am 
Community Service League 9:00-3:00 pm 
What-Sew-Ever (Library) 10:30 am 
MOCSA (Library) 12:00 pm 

Sanctuary in Use (Piano lessons) 2:30 pm 
Chancel Choir 7:30 pm 
 

THURSDAY—04/03 
 

Bell Choir (Sanctuary) 7:00 pm 
PWP (PH) 7:00 pm 
FRIDAY—04/04 
 

No Scheduled Activities. 
SATURDAY—04/05 
 

One Clear Voice Rehearsal 4:00 pm 
SUNDAY—04/06—Food on the First 
 

L.O.V.E. Group 7:15 am 
Traditional Worship 8:30 am 
Confirmation/Adult S. S. 9:45 am 
Contemporary Worship 11:00 am 
JAM Kids Club 11:15 am 
Financial Peace University (M&I) 4:00 pm 


