And Jesus came and said to them, ““All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that | have
commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to the end of
the age.” —Matthew 28:18-20

A friend called me today with an urgent prayer request. Some friends of hers are growing their family
through an over-seas adoption. They had just received the medical information about the twins they are
hoping to add to their already very full family of six children and the news appears grim. The babies,
already three months old, weigh a mere six pounds; and the girl’s head circumference indicates there
may be some severe medical problems. My friend’s response: God is bigger than that.

It’s in just those types of circumstances that Jesus’ words, “Do not be afraid,” are so comforting. It’s
in just those types of situations that we can cling to the promise of Easter, trusting that God is bigger
than even our darkest fears. It’s just in those types of events that we have the opportunity to live out the
Great Commission and share the hope that only Jesus can bring.

As we celebrate the resurrection of our Savior, allow yourself to release your fears, cling to the
promise of Easter, and share the story with those in your life who need something bigger in which to
trust. Hold tightly to Jesus’ words for you today, “And remember, | am with you always, to the end of
the age.”
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March 23, 2008
RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD, EASTER DAY
8:30 am

Welcome! Your presence encourages us. We pray that you experience God’s love, find yourself at home
here, and be God’s presence in the world in the week ahead. You can find more information about our
church at www.abidewithus.org.

Children Matter to us. For those with small children who need more room to roam, we have a cry
room/nursery in the rear of the sanctuary where you can see and hear the service. There is a changing
station in the restroom on the right in the foyer, and in the ladies room on the lower level.

Please help us by filling in the attendance slip found in the bulletins. What happens when you do?
Simply this: We will send you a letter of welcome and provide some information to help you know what
God is up to in this place.

Please enjoy your refreshments before entering the sanctuary.




INTRODUCTION
On this day the Lord has acted! On the first day of the week God began creation, transforming darkness into light.
On this, the "eighth day" of the week, Jesus Christ was raised from the dead. We celebrate this new creation in the
waters of baptism and in the feast of victory. With great joy we celebrate this day of days, even as we begin the
great fifty days of Easter. Filled with hope, we go forth to share the news that Christ is risen!

PoWeR | SURGe

Pray—Worship—Read the Bible Serve—Relate—Give
HOLY COMMUNION
Setting Two
PRELUDE Prelude in C Major arr. Gordon Young
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Hartzheim

Those who are able, please stand

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.
C: Amen.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

P: Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things.

Your voice thundered over the waters at creation.

You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys

to refresh and satisfy all living things.

P: Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety.
you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom.
In the wilderness you nourished them with water from the rock,
and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land.

P: By the baptism of his death and resurrection,
your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and freedom.
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The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up,

for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise.

He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Pour out your Holy Spirit;

wash away sin in this cleansing water;

clothe the baptized with Christ;

and claim your daughters and sons,

no longer slave and free,

no longer male and female,

but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

OPENING HYMN Jesus Christ Is Risen Today LBW No. 151
GREETING

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C: Christis risen indeed! Alleluia!

P: The joy and peace of God be with you all.

C:

And also with you.

KYRIE LBW Page 78

L:
C:

L:
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen



HYMN OF PRAISE LBW Page 81
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Letus pray...

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become
the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and
help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen!

THEWORD

Please be seated

The FIRST READING is from the Book of Acts: & 8

Today's lesson is found on page 1002 in the pew Bible. Peter's sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a
Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose
life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name."

Then Peter began to speak to [the people]: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, **but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. **You know the message
he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. *'That message
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: *how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. *We are witnesses to all that he did
both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; “but God raised him
on the third day and allowed him to appear, “'not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. ““He commanded us to preach to
the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. “*All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name."

R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24)
Give thanks to the LORD, for the ' LORD is good;
God's mercy en- ! dures forever.
?Let Israel ' now declare,
""God's mercy en- ! dures forever."
“The LORD is my strength ' and my song,
and has become | my salvation.
5Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents ! of the righteous:
""The right hand of the! LORD acts valiantly!
%The right hand of the LORD ! is exalted!
The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!"
shall not ! die, but live,
and declare the works ' of the LORD.
8The LORD indeed pun- ' ished me sorely,
but did not hand me o- ! ver to death.
Open for me the ! gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks ' to the LORD.
“™This is the gate ' of the LORD;
here the righ- ' teous may enter."
211 give thanks to you, for you have ' answered me
and you have become ' my salvation.
*The stone that the build- ! ers rejected
has become the chief ' cornerstone.
#By the LORD has ! this been done;
it is marvelous ' in our eyes.
*This is the day that the ' LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be ' glad in it.

17|

The SECOND READING is from the Book of Colossians: Colossians 3:1-4

Today's lesson is found on page 1073 in the pew Bible. Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for
Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus and motivation for our lives, since we are now hidden with the
risen Christ in God.

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. *Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, *for you have
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. “When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also
will be revealed with him in glory.

R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION LBW Page 83
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

5



The HOLY GOSPEL is from the Gospel of Matthew: Matthew 28:1-10- NCV

C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Today's lesson is found on page 909 in the pew Bible. Sorrow gives way to "fear and great joy" when two women
are sent by an angel to proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen!

The day after the Sabbath day was the first day of the week. At dawn on the first day, Mary Magdalene
and another woman named Mary went to look at the tomb.

2 At that time there was a strong earthquake. An angel of the Lord came down from heaven, went to
the tomb, and rolled the stone away from the entrance. Then he sat on the stone. *He was shining as
bright as lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. * The soldiers guarding the tomb shook with
fear because of the angel, and they became like dead men.

®The angel said to the women, “Don’t be afraid. | know that you are looking for Jesus, who has
been crucified. °He is not here. He has risen from the dead as he said he would. Come and see the place
where his body was. " And go quickly and tell his followers, “‘Jesus has risen from the dead. He is going
into Galilee ahead of you, and you will see him there.” ” Then the angel said, “Now | have told you.”

® The women left the tomb quickly. They were afraid, but they were also very happy. They ran to
tell Jesus’ followers what had happened. ® Suddenly, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings.” The women
came up to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. ¥ Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t be afraid.
Go and tell my followers to go on to Galilee, and they will see me there.”

1\While the women went to tell Jesus’ followers, some of the soldiers who had been guarding the
tomb went into the city to tell the leading priests everything that had happened. ** Then the priests met
with the elders and made a plan. They paid the soldiers a large amount of money **and said to them,
“Tell the people that Jesus’ followers came during the night and stole the body while you were asleep.
If the governor hears about this, we will satisfy him and save you from trouble.” * So the soldiers kept
the money and did as they were told. And that story is still spread among the people even today.

1 The eleven followers went to Galilee to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. *" On the
mountain they saw Jesus and worshiped him, but some of them did not believe it was really Jesus.

8 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All power in heaven and on earth is given to me. ** So go and
make followers of all people in the world. Baptize them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit. ?° Teach them to obey everything that | have taught you, and | will be with you always,
even until the end of this age.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

PREPARING THE SOIL Linda Fox
PLANTING THE SEED “ Pastor Hartzheim
Those who are able, please stand

HYMN OF THE DAY Thine Is the Glory LBW No. 145
NICENE CREED LBW Page 84

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,



maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYER

Those who are able, please stand
THE PRAYERS
L: Rejoicing in the wonder of new life in Jesus Christ, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all of God's creation. A brief silence.
Each prayer will end with the words: God of life,
and the congregation is invited to respond: hear our prayer.
P: Accept these prayers and the prayers of our hearts, O God, for the sake of the crucified and
risen one, Jesus Christ, our redeemer.
C: Amen.



GREETING OF PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please be seated
OFFERING MUSIC Chancel Choir

OFFERTORY (Those who are able are invited to stand as the offerings are brought forward)LBW No. 86
C: Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of
life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer.
Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

PRAYER OF BLESSING

L: Let us pray... God, all that we have and all that we are belongs to you. Bless these gifts that
come from grateful hearts. May they be a sign of your gracious love to all they touch. May
we, as your church, be a living sign of your mercy to all the world in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen!

THE TABLE

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING.
. The Lord be with you. LBW Page 88
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all time...
...We praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might: LBW Page 89
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from
the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.
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Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the
death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of
bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

9 0

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

g 0O

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER LBW Page 91
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. LBW Page 92
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

COMMUNION HYMNS Breathe on Me, Breath of God LBW No. 488
O Master, Let Me Walk with You LBW No. 492
Lead On, O King Eternal! LBW No. 495

Those who are able are invited to stand

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen!

POST-COMMUNION HYMN Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds LBW No. 143
(vs.1&2)
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

L: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen
life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

P: God has given us a new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless you and raise you to life, both now and forever.

C: Amen.

L: Are we a Spirited, Ever-growing,
and Christ-centered community filled with hope?
C: Yes, with the help of God!

L: Go in peace. Proclaim the resurrection. Alleluia, alleluia!
Reach out and share the unconditional love of Jesus Christ.
C: Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia!

THE POSTLUDE Little Fugue in G Major J. S. Bach

*kkhkhkhkkkhkx

Music and Lyrics Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-705023. All rights reserved.
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2007. Augsburg Fortress and With One Voice, copyright 1978.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. License Number 8246-L.
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On display in the Narthex are our congregational gifts to Wendell Stavig in celebration of his
graduation from seminary. Please sign the card to send your best wishes to Wendell.

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR that beautify our worship services are given by Marge
Shelton and lilies from Niel Johnson and Family in memory of V.G. Johnson.

YOUTH GROUP EASTER BREAKFAST is TODAY from 9:30-11:00, in the Parish Hall.
Everyone is welcome! There is also an EASTER EGG HUNT for children 0-10 years of age
(weather permitting) at 10:00 am. There will be no Youth Group meeting TODAY.

The ANNUAL EASTER BASKET collection was a success. The 85 people at the Groves
were very happy to receive them, as were the shut-ins. Thank you to everyone who contributed,
assembled, and delivered these baskets. Social Concerns Team
PROJECT COMFORT will meet next SATURDAY, March 29, at 9:00 am in the
Fellowship Hall. Please plan to join us as we craft quilts for the MLM Christmas Store.
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SENIOR MOMENTS AND THE ABIDING SAVIOR FAMILY will be going to the
Arabia Steamship Museum on SATURDAY, April 12. Everyone in the Abiding Savior
family is invited to participate. If you have friends, neighbors, or family who would like to
join us, please invite them. We will gather at the church at 11:15 am and carpool to the
museum. Before we tour the museum, we will eat at one of the restaurants around the
museum. The cost for this will be $12.50@ for adults, $11.50@ for seniors, $4.75@ for
children 4-12 years old; under 4 years old are free. There is a group rate of $10.50@ for 25 or
more seniors and adults. If you would like to participate in this adventure, please add your
name to the Arabia Steamboat Museum sign-up sheet in the Narthex.

WORSHIP & WORKSHOP SUNDAY, APRIL 20 - begins at 8:30 am and continues
through to a brief Service of Praise at 11:00 am. More information will be available in the April
issue of the Abiding Tidings.

FRIENDS OF METRO LUTHERAN MINISTRY SUNDAY, April 13, 2:00 pm at 3031
Holmes, KCMO. ASLC members are invited to the Blessing of the Renovated Food Pantry.
Pastor Mike Peck of Holy Cross Lutheran Church will give the Blessing. Ice cream sundaes
will be served!

2008 FEINSTEIN FOOD CHALLENGE continues through WEDNESDAY, April 30. A
donation of $25 or more will be matched by Alan Feinstein, dollar for dollar. All donations go
to the three MLM food pantries at Community Care Centers. During the challenge, food
donations are matched at $1.00 per item of non-perishable food. Please make checks payable
to MLM, or call 816-931-0027, to donate with a credit card and for more information. There
is a flyer posted in Narthex with information.

STEWARDSHIP---------------- 03/16/08
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE BIBLE STUDY/SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
8:30 am Sunday - 48 Sunday School - 23
11:00 am Sunday - 40 Weekly Adult Bible Study — 12
Sunday Offering-$2,516.71 Sunday School/Adult Class Offering — $7.00
Music MINISTRY
I f CONTEMPORARY MusIC Paul Greenlease. 11|
LEADER
BELL CHOIR Sara Meyers
ORGANIST Sally Paris
CHANCEL CHOIR DIRECTOR Linda Fox
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ToODAY’S WORSHIP SERVANTS

8:30 AM 11:00 AM

TRADITIONAL SERVICE CONTEMPORARY SERVICE
ALTAR GUILD Sara Meyers Jane McMillen & Peggy Jackson
ASSISTING Jeff Fox Jim Hecht
MINISTER
LECTOR Sid Hose Phyllis Hensen
ACOLYTE Alyssa Warren Tyler Hecht
GREETERS LaVerne Doughty & Betty Olson Terence & Rosemary Davis

TH

4 " SUNDAY Dave Hallerud, Jerry Green Joe Brammer & Lois O’Halloran
USHERS
SLIDE OPERATORS Jonell Warren Larry Anderson
OFFERING Peggy Jackson & Jean McCormick
COUNTERS
COFFEE HOSTS Jerry Green

OPPORTUNITIES 03/23/08-03/30/08

SUNDAY—03/23-EASTER SUNDAY

THURSDAY—03/27

L.O.V.E. Group 7:15am Bell Choir (Sanctuary) 7:00 pm
Traditional Worship 8:30 am Leadership Team (Library) 7:00 pm
Easter Breakfast (PH) 9:30 am PWP (PH) 7:00 pm
Easter Egg Hunt : 10:00 am FRIDAY—03/28

Contemporary Worship 11:00 am .

JAM Kids Club 1115 am No Scheduled Activities.
MONDAY—03/24 SATURDAY—03/29

Church Office Closed Project Comfort (PH) 9:00 am
TUESDAY—03/25 One Clear Voice Rehearsal 4:00 pm
Bible Study (Library) 7:00 pm SUNDAY—03/30
WEDNESDAY—03/26 L.O.V.E. Group 7:15 am
Bible Study (Library) 9:00 am Traditional Worship 8:30 am
Community Service League 9:00-3:00 pm Confirmation/Adult S. S. 9:45 am
What-Sew-Ever (Library) 10:30 am Contemporary Worship 11:00 am
MOCSA (Library) 12:00 pm JAM Kids Club 11:15am

Sanctuary in Use (Piano lessons) 2:30 pm

Chancel Choir

7:30 pm PWP (PH)

Financial Peace University (M&I) 4:00 pm

4:00 pm
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